
LETTER TO THE BISHOP 
due Sunday, April 30 by 5 PM 

 

As part of your journey toward the Sacrament of Confirmation, all Candidates are asked 
to write a formal letter to Bishop Robert F. Hennessey, who will preside at your 
Confirmation on Monday, September 11 at 7 pm. Your letter will help Bishop Hennessey 
get to know you and will demonstrate that you’ve given serious thought to your decision 
to be confirmed. 
 

Guidance regarding the content of your letter is included below, and formatting 
suggestions are offered on the next page. Please be sure that you touch upon Points 1-5 
before submitting your final draft, as letters lacking this information will be returned to 
you for further review.  
 

Your proofread and properly formatted (paragraphs, please – no long blocks of text!) 
letter should be sent as a Microsoft Word attachment to Mrs. Colasante at 
michelle@bedfordcatholic.org no later than 5 pm on Sunday, April 30.  
 

In your letter, please: 
 

1. Introduce yourself to Bishop Hennessey. Tell him about yourself: who you are, 
where you attend school, what you like to do in your free time. 

 

2. Talk about your faith and what it means to you. Explain to Bishop Hennessey how 
you practice your Catholic faith and why you wish to be confirmed.  

 

3. Include your Sponsor’s Name and their relationship to you. Share why you chose 
that person to be your Sponsor: what is it about their example and their faith life 
that inspires you? 
 

4. Include your Confirmation Name and tell why you’ve chosen it. 
 

5. Explain to the Bishop the ways in which you plan to practice your faith and remain 
a part of the St. Michael Parish community after Confirmation.  

 

The Letter to the Bishop is a mandatory part of your Confirmation journey, and all letters 
must be submitted in order to participate in the Confirmation ceremony on September 
11. Please don’t wait until April 29 to begin thinking about this assignment – take the 
time now to reflect on the points above so that your letter is thoughtful and well-
prepared. 
 

Thank you! 
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SAMPLE LETTER 
 
 
 
 
 

Date 
 
Most Reverend Robert F. Hennessey 
Regional Bishop, Merrimack Region 
110 Lincoln Avenue 
Haverhill MA 01830-6739 
 
Your Excellency, 
 
In this first paragraph, introduce yourself, and state that you’re a candidate for Confirmation at 
St. Michael Parish, Bedford, on September 11. Then, for example, share how old you are, where 
you go to school, what your favorite subject is, and what you like to do in your spare time. If 
you’d like, share a bit of info about your family.  
 
In this second paragraph, talk about what your faith means to you. Share who your Confirmation 
Sponsor is, what their relationship is to you, and explain what it is about your Sponsor’s example 
and faith life that inspires you.  
 
Next, tell Bishop Hennessey which name you’ve chosen as your Confirmation Name and why. 
 
Explain to the Bishop the ways in which you plan to practice your faith and remain a part of the 
St. Michael Parish community after Confirmation. A nice closing line might be to thank Bishop 
Hennessey for taking the time to read your letter and asking for his blessing at Confirmation on 
September 11.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Your Name 
 
 
 
 


